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SPECIAL - President ObamaOs -Inauguration

!

Liam on President Obama’s Inauguration — Jan 20, 2009.

Liam: OWe left Connecticut on Saturday and drove down to Washington, DC
for the Inauguration. In the car was me, my brother and my mother and
father.



The drive down was pretty good, but Delaware kind of sucks with all the
tolls: It cost $17.00 in tolls since there were three of them; and it was the
first time we ran into traffic all the way. The radio music was terrible -
music that none of us liked. | really donOt know what kind of music it was.

We rented an apartment but we didnOt get much sleep since we had to wake
up for the event at 2:45am. | was so excited that | couldnOt sleep as |
realized it was going to be the biggest day of my life, so far.

The walk (to the reflecting pool) wasnOt all that bad but the 12 hours of

waiting in line and walking and standing and avoiding bomb threats wasnOt fun.
The cops wouldnOt let us in through one of the exits, so we went into a tunnel
that went under it.

After the tunnel we waited in line from 5:30 to about 8:30. Then there was
loads of walk-in people. Other people checked us for guns or anything like
that at different places. Then we waited a while. We watched as people
broke down two gates. Before we knew it we were standing in front of the
reflecting pool. My mom and my brother went someplace else, to the place
for wheelchairs since my mom had problems with her legs.

It was kind of scary because there were snipers on the rooftops and |

thought, OThey could shoot and kill you if they wanted t0.0 Someone said

they didnOt have any communications and people didnOt know where to go and
nobody told us how to get anywhere.

We waited around, talking with other people. They were playing some music
on the PA system which was really incredibly loud. We didnOt pay much
attention to the music, as it was traditional stuff, old military music and

stuff like that.

We heard the cannons go off; it was either 13 or 21 shots; | donOt

remember. At first we couldnOt hear President Obama speaking and so we
walked toward speakers and finally we could hear him. Somebody was handing
out hand warmers and toe warmers. We walked so much | felt like IOd worn a
hole in my socks.

Half the people were nice and half were mean. They put a gate in front of us.
The mean people were shouting, OYes you can! You can.O Then OOpen that



gate! Open that gate! Please, please, please!O These were the same people
who were pushing and shoving to get in.

There was a point where | was literally being pushed into my dad. Luckily |
could still breathe. There were people all over, even climbing onto statues in
the middle of the reflecting pool.

When we could finally hear President Obama he was talking about change and
all the things he was planning to do, which everybody already knew. He was
talking about his foreign policy plans and all that. | couldnOt hear his voice

that well.

It felt good to be there even with the frozen hands and feet and tired legs
and even though | only heard part of what he said. There were stairs we got
to sit down on and rest. There was a cop who was there who said to the
crowd, OYouOve been here all this time. YouOve been standing there all this
time. Does anyone need any medical help?0

After President ObamaOs speech me and my dad had a hard time getting out
of the area as the crowd was so big. So we finally got out by climbing over a
gate. Getting back to the apartment was hard too with so many people. The
one way we knew to get back was blocked off, | think, because of a bomb
threat. So we had to find a different way.

The trip was fun and I0m glad we went even though | got awfully cold and was

tired and uncomfortable lots of the time. | donOt remember much about the
trip back since | was so tired that | slept most of the time.O



We were lucky to get great weather for the conference. There was so
much going on at the three day event that it was hard to know where to go
first. So many people, all part of the greater OSudbury family,O yet most
whose names one didnOt know. You had a feeling that every school there was
represented well in presenting whatever their piece of the event was. You
had to look for what was interesting and what was applicable to you. And you
had to walk up and introduce yourself.

This year there was a big canopy over the lawn so if you got hot you
had a place of shade. That evening | stayed at the home of Scott GreyOs
father, David. The family was very gracious and easy to talk with. David had
his own blog of the Sudbury experience and was a wealth of information
about the school, education, art, and the community.

There was no dominant theme but lots of subjects concerning Sudbury
were covered, many issues, hiring staff, publicity, anything Sudbury. Lunch
breaks were as valuable as the actual sessions as the informality allowed for
the cordial flow of thoughts and information and the meeting of new people,
and of course the delicious food prepared by MimsyOs daughter.



Ken Honda talked about trying to get a school going in Japan. Both
Carmen, my colleague at MLSS, and | were excited that we might have
something to tell Markie, one of our students, about the Japanese school;
Markie is majoring in Japanese studies.

There were displays everywhere and new books on Sudbury. It was a
great opportunity to share and see how we were both similar and different
in many ways. | talked with some folks at Long View in New York and made
good friends with them.

Before the conference | might have had reservations about just
calling up folks that | didnOt know, but during and after the conference |
felt more comfortable with most everyone there, and would not hesitate to
call them.

At the conference we were able to reaffirm our friendship with the
Hudson Valley School with which we have close personal ties. Over the last
year we have visited the school and they have come down and spent time
socializing with us.

We also met many new friends and look forward to expanding our
relationships with them. And, of course, weOre excited about visiting with old
and new friends next year.




OWhat are you going to make, pumpkin or apple?0 asked Meg.
OPumpkin, of course,O said Liam.
OPumpkin for me too!O said Isaac.

So Julianne and Marie brought out the ingredients, dough, eggs, pumpkin
mix, apples, etcE and everybody rolled up their sleeves and got down to
work. IsaacOs mom, Jen, Julianne, and Marie were in charge of the operation

with Sean as a close second mate.
OWhat do we do first?O asked Liam, eyebrows raised.
OCut up the apples!O said Isaac with a wide smile.

OGood!O said Meg, lifting a paring knife. And so the great adventure in pie
making began. There was cutting and mixing and sampling and kneading and
rolling and more sampling.

Finally, after the gas ovens were lit, and allowed to warm up, the rolled pie
dough was gently slid over and into the pie plates, the apples or pumpkin
slurry added, a top put on and the pies were put into the ovens.



A while later there was the opening of the ovens and checking to see that
they were baking right. We had problems with one oven which didnOt keep its
temperature steady so those pies browned a little more than the others.

With the leftover pumpkin batter we made muffins.

Finally they were done and left out to cool down and ready to take home for
the holiday feast. All except the muffins which were eaten on the spot, not a
single crumb left for the pantry mice.




VISITING SCHOLAR FROM GERMANY

Viola interviewing students: Alex, Bobman, Viola, Adrienne

Within a letter from Germany came the request by a young
student asking permission for a visit to our school on her
scholarly mission. The request was duly brought before our
School Meeting and the request granted with enthusiasm by
students and staff.

A few months later the young lady, Viola, arrived and was
welcomed by the student body at the Mountain Laurel Sudbury
School.

As Viola was interviewing students and staff at our school
we thought that turnabout was fair play and so, after Viola
interviewed the students, we did a short interview on her:

OMy name is Viola Huang and I1Om from the University of
Konstanz in Germany. IOm on a mission for my thesis research



which is to learn about Sudbury schools; and to learn more about
democratic schools in general. IOve visited Longview School in
Cortland Manor New York, then Hudson Valley Sudbury School in
Kingston, New York.

| spent a day at the original Sudbury Valley School and now
IOm here at Mountain Laurel Sudbury School. After that 101l visit
the democratic schools which are not Sudbury schools, such as
Harriet Tubman Free School and Brooklyn Free School in New
York. And Teddy McArdle Free School in New Jersey.

| came here with the question, Ols democracy teachable.O |
still have the same question but IOm looking at it from a different
point of view. | thought the staff of each school would teach how
democracy works, but now | see that students live democracy at
their schools, they learn it but are not taught.

|IOve been only to Sudbury schools at the present time and
they are all based on the same philosophy but each is totally
different from each other, that difference depending on the
community, the students and staff. Compared to public schools
the Sudbury schools relate better to the individual student.O

PLAYDAY B FRIDAY MORNINGS




MOUNTAIN LAUREL SUDBURY SCHOOL INVITES YOU TO
OUR WEEKLY PLAYDAY

Ezra hard at play

The Mountain Laurel Sudbury School Playday is a place for parents and kids
aged 2-5 to come together and to talk, play, have fun, and share ideas. This
is a FREE program. All are welcome. A healthy snack will be provided.
Starting October 3 ™ 9:30 to 11:30 am.

We are presently considering opening the playday activities to
kids of all ages in the hopes of making more people aware of our
school and the Sudbury style of education.




Our first meeting had only one little boy but as students
from our school visited the local park and spoke with mothers and
their children, who they invited to the playday, soon we had a
group of nine toddlers to work with.

The youngest child was 12 months old and had to be watched
constantly as he tended to put anything he came in contact with,
immediately into his mouth. Then, as the morning went on, the
staff and students of the school were busy playing with the
toddlers and everyone seemed to have a good time.

The kids tossed balls back and forth, drew pictures with crayons,
built tall castles with cardboard blocks. They then demolished
them with Nerf balls, accompanied by much laughter and hand
clapping. Buildings that were demolished were quickly rebuilt and
the game continued.




MARIEOS COMMUNITY GROUP

Marie: OThe Education Network has been an important resource for
me. OFuture By DesignO is an idea that has been developed by the network
and is used to help empower communities and individuals toward achieving
their goals. OAutomatic ListeningO is one method of opening up oneOs view of
how they we and others listen to themselves and those around them.

One of the things | hoped to accomplish through this OstudyO was to
get a perspective on how we see our school. We were hoping to expand the
horizons of the school by looking at the limitations that each of us has put
on ourselves.

A group of us, staff, parents and students accepted the challenge to
meet each week for 90 minutes for four weeks and systematically study the
way we listen to others. After each sessions, which involved training in
OlisteningO | noticed a freedom B a whole different way of looking at things.

We tried to understand what each of us stands for, our hopes for the
school, where we were hoping it would go and how we might help to get to
that place. A primary focus was to try to find a new way to listen to people,
and to hear what was being said from another perspective. The playgroup
was one OnewO way to attract attention and possibly new students.



BOBMANOS CHESS CLUB

Bobman: OThe chess club is something | started because | wanted
to play more chess and the chess club allows me to play on a
regular basis.

Chess is casual and its fun and there are chess players at many
levels. | began playing chess when | was five or six with my
brothers and my dad; we still play chess from time to time.O

| look forward to chess battles with staffer Sean and other
students.O




DAVIDOS NEW DIRECTION

David has been with the Mountain Laurel Sudbury School for 4
years. Before that and throughout he has been programming with
Going.com and before that freelance.

David: Ol was a student at Sudbury Valley and then later on at
Greenwood Sudbury School. That was one of the happiest times
of my life, finding a place to be in control of my life, after a

rather miserable high school experience.

| feel very strongly that all kids should have that right and thatOs
why | work at the school.

A few months ago | started taking classes at Harvard Extension.
IOm learning French and studying artificial intelligence. | plan to
continue taking classes there for the next two years or so. [Ove
always been fascinated by trying to understand the human mind
and IOm experimenting with ideas on how to model human
creativity and problem solving on computers.



SCHOOL STORE

SCHOOL STORE BACK IN BUSINESS
by Sean Vivier
|

In these trying economic times, there is still one business at least
thatOs going strong.! 1tOs the school store here at Mountain Laurel Sudbury
School.

!

Gone is last yearOs feud between the public DDD (school store) and
the privatized SAV. (student initiative) ! This year, the leaders of both sides
have combined forces as SB. ! (The name is an inside joke, and a bad one at
that. ! DonOt askK.No, seriously, donOt ask.) It combines the charitable
mission of DDD with the business acumen of SAV by bringing affordable
food with profits that go back to the school.

1

While the rising price of gas is causing food prices to rise with it, the
prices at SB have fallen. ! You can find the same candy and soda as before, all
for less. ! Even with the lower prices, SB still managed to gross over twenty
dollars within two days of the restock - a record - with plenty of
merchandise to spare.

!

It looks to be a promising year for the school store. I Just wait and

see.



THE COMPUTER GAME: OJACK AND DEXTER TWOO AS
EXPLAINED BY LIAM

OJack and Dexter Two,O is a computer game where you start out in the
middle of nowhere basically and you get to unlock different areas. You have
to unlock everything at some point or another. You kind of start out, you join
this group that tries to stop the person in charge of the city, the baron. And
heOs not really the person whoOs supposed to be in charge. At the very
beginning of the game you go in this weird vehicle thingie with a group of
your friends.

The vehicle takes you somewhere and you have no idea where you are.
You get to a point where you figure out that youOre in the past so you have to
meet all your friends at some point. Eventually you meet one of them whoOs
not exactly normal but he looks a lot different. And supposedly in the plot
line there are these people who build all this strange stuff and no one knows
what happened to them or where they came from, what they did or where
they went.

They were called the Precursors. So you have a bunch of weird
technology lying around in some parts of the game that you have no idea



what it is. You figure out that you have to go to the jail place; you find the
person | was talking about, the green sage, and another person | was talking
about, an exact replica only older. The older one was the one you knew. The
older one has these special powers that you apparently gave to the younger
one and then the younger one becomes the older one. ThatOs a little bit
confusing.

The person in charge is in a war with the Metalheads. 1tOs this big war,
a big deal. The idea is that the baron, the person in charge, is going to lose
the war, at least thatOs what the group youOre in thinks.

So to stop him from losing the war you have to do these four races
with hover cars. Throughout the game in the city you can find vehicles that
you can use to hover up and down in the air. You can hover high and low. The
enemies get tougher and tougher as you get farther along in the game.

The objective of the game is to stop the metal head leader. You meet
a lot of people and you have to go back and forth between to do missions for.
The ones who are chasing you and trying to kill you are the metalhead
guards.

Eventually you get to a point where you have this hoverboard that can
be used for a lot of things; like you can OgrindO over tubes with it. (ThatOs a
skateboarders word meaning slide over) And, you donOt have to swim when
youQOre under water, if you use the board.

Further into the game, to win, you have to beat the metalhead leader.
| havenOt gotten that far yet, but IOm kinda looking forward to the battle.O

Newsletter Editor: R.J. White



AIN
X\ ““T. LAQ?Q Upcoming Open House

Call 860-225-9700 for
information.

A new program for younger kids:
Friday playgroup for 3-6 year
olds
Starts May 2!

SUDBURY SCHOOL Call (860) 225-9700

Now in our sixth year!

At Mountain Laurel Sudbury School, students are free to pursue their own
paths.

If you are interested in enrollment at Mountain Laurel:
Info@MountainLaurelSudbury.org

If you are interested in volunteering or staffing, please contact us

Email: Info@MountainLaurelSudbury.org


http://www.mountainlaurelsudbury.org/contact.asp
http://www.mountainlaurelsudbury.org/openhouse.asp
http://www.mountainlaurelsudbury.org/openhouse.asp
http://www.mountainlaurelsudbury.org/contact.asp

